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MNature gives us so much, sometimes it's good to
give back. Since 1970, that's been the spirit
behind For-Mar Mature Preserve and Arboretum.
With 383 acres of carefully preserved Michigan
flora and fauna and one of the state’s finest
collections of rare trees, Far-Mar is where Michigan

» world around us.

T he Merklievs Legacy
! !

Forbes and Martha Merkley ran a successful dairy
farm just a few minutes east of downtown Flint. It was a magnificent
landscape with open meadows, mature forests, wetlands and ponds,
The Merkleys wanted to preserve their special
corner of Genesee County and make it
available for environmental education as an
arboretum and wildlife sanctuary. So they
donated their property to the Genesee County
Parks and Recreation Commission for the
For-Mar MNature Preserve and Arboretum,.

Parks’ Nature’'s Superhero
Mature’s Superheroes, The Preservers, made their debut to the public in
April, 2015 when the Superhero Trail opened at For-Mar Nature Preserve
and Arboretum. This facility of the Genesee County Parks and
Recreation Commission has been home to The Preservers ever since,
Since they united their efforts, they have been busy traveling
throughout Genesee County teaching others how they can love and care
about the environment. With the help of our For-Mar On The Road crew,
they travel to 10 different park locations each week in the summer and
train Genesee County youth in skills that will help them be SUPER
DUPER Nature's Superheroes.
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Padastian Neorth Emrance
For-Mar Nature Preserve POTTER RBAD
& Arboretum ,

2142 North Genesee Road
Burton, MI, 48509-1209

Nature Preserve: 810.789.8567
Arboretum: B10.789.8568

www .facebook.comy/Formarnaturepreserve
wWaw.geneseecountyparks.org
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GREE'MNGS FRIENDPS OF THE FOREST/ OWL GIRL HERE,
MIGHTTIME PEFEMDER IT'S MY JOB8 TO MAKE SURE
'I'HF- FW-EE'I' REMAIME HEALTHY AMD BALANCED WHILE RED
HAWK IS EI.EEFIHG\. OME WAY | CAN DO THAT |5 BY
CHECKING UP ON MY NOCTURNAL COHORTS, SINCE IT'S
F‘IFFIC-‘UL-T TO SEE THESE CREATURES AT NrEHT i HJET USsE
MY KEEN BSENSE OF HEARING TO LISTEM

IM THE SFRIMG MANY TYFES OF AMORDUS AMPHIBLAMS CAM
BE HEARD ALL THROUGHOUT THE FOREST. SUCH AS THE

SPRING PEEFER, THEWESTERN 1:5!;011“5 FROG, THE BASTERM
WOOU FROG, AND MANY OTHER

A HEALTHY FOREST WiILL ALSO HAVE MOCTURNMAL BIRDS,
EIEE M\‘SELF THE GREAT HORMED OWL, THE Eﬁ"iﬁ‘-ﬁ”

THEAMERJC&NWK.TPECM NIFHTHAWK A5
WELL AS MANY MORE.

YOU MIGHT ALSO HEAR A FEW MAMMALS MAKING THEIR
PRESENCE KMNOWN LIKE COYOTES AND BATS.

JUST STOFP AMD LISTERL

HI GUYS, THE FROG HERE...

| WANT YoU TO
WHEMEVER

LISTEN CLOSELY
YOU ARE [N HEALTHY HABITAT.

HOW MANY AMIMALS CAN YO HEAR

CALLING P

REMEMBER A
HOFFY HAPFY HABITAT.

SEE YOU ON THE TRAILS

HABITAT IS A
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THIS “CAPTAIN
ARBOR” IN
REAL LIFE?

Sterling
Morton

Julius

(1832 - 1902)

HE WAS FASCINATEDR WITH
TREE HALD

Franklin D.

\
Roosevelt M
(1882 - 1945)

THE CCC CREATED MAMNY
RECHEATIOMAL

You
FAVILIONS AT
RICHFIELD COLUNTY PARK YOU

WiLL SEE FIRSTHAND
SOME OF THE WORK THE
CCC'S PP IN
COUNTY.
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Aldo Rachel (.
Leopold ¥ “ || || Carson
(1887 - 1948) (1907 - 1964)
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HiS LAND ETHIC AND WHICH
THE ENTIRE FOCUS
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MATIVE PLANTS

ARE ALSO PERFECT FOR
MATIVE WILDLIFE AS THE TWO

MATIVE PLAMTS
FROVIPE A GREAT MANY
ECOLOGICAL SERVICES, OMCE

ESTABLISHED, MANY PLANTS MEED

ONLY RAINFALL TO SLIRVIVE
AND HAVE DEVELOPED THEIR
OV PEFENSES AGAINST

THE NEED FOR |

_PESTICIDES.

ELIMINATING N

T
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" akerAct

M PLANT NATIVE PLANTSS

EYE OUT FOR
PLANTS/

HNON-MATHVE PLANTS
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CONTINUED ON
THE NEXT PAGE...

¥

UILD BAT WOUSES FOR
CUR NESHBCRHOOD.

MONARCH BUTTERFLY SFHINK MOTH FOLLINATING

STICIRES TE
PESTICIE . 5

HONEYBEES
ALGNE ACCOUNT
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ARE ESSENTIAL
TO OUR ECOSYSTEM
AND THAT MAKES
GILIEEM BEE AN
\ ESSENTIAL MEMBER ,

MEXT, WE
MEED A POLLINATOR
THEY COLLECT POWDERY
POLLEN AND AR IN FLANT
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Word Bank
Snapper

Sunflower
Decompos=

er
Biodiversity

Red hawk
Frog

Owl Girl
Green
Queen bee
Habitat
ForMar
Preservers
Superhero
Protect
Predator
Prey
Pollinator
ff{ﬁ
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WRITE 3 WORDS THAT DESCRIBE
YOUR SUPER POWERS

MY COMIC IS ALL MIXED UP!
PUT THE COMIC IN THE CORRECT ORDER
ON THE LINE BELOW
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Superhero Word Search

Draw YOURSELF as a Superhero.



Super Sounds!

Bam/ Beep! Zoom! Onomatopoelawords are Boing!
everywhere In superhero comics.
What is an onomatopoela you ask? Boing! =
They are words formed by an imitation of the :
sound It s associated with... aka sound words, Eﬂlngli-g\l

Boing... Bolng... Boing! See onomatopoelas In
action with our Superhero friend The Frog!

Test YOUR Superhero Skills

‘Write the missing Sound Word In each sentence.

Crunch Chirp Peep Tic-Toc Buzzzzed
1. Queen Bee through the Children’s Garden.
2. Owl Girl doesn't make a as she flies through For-Mar,

3. I can hear the calling birds’

4, The leaves make a loud when I walk down the superhero trail.

5. The dock went as The Green waited for the plants to grow.

Now it’s your turn to try your hand at adding
Onomatopoeias to the Nature’s Superhero comics below.
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For-Mar Nature Freserve & .I.rbrl-:rr&ﬁrg

Stepping Stone Falls
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Busy as life can be, sometimes you just need to get away, right away.
Welcome to the Genesee County Parks, Michigan's largest county park
system. With more than 11,000 acres of woods, rivers, lakes, trails,
beaches and campgrounds, getting away in the great outdoors is as
close as aone of the 21 Genesee Parks. A full year of family time and fun
is here whenever you need it, so when your routine starts to feel a little
too routine, slip away to Mid-Michigan's favorite outdoor playground. It's
just around the corner. At your Genesee County Parks.

Genesee County Parks B Recreation Commission
5045 Stanley Road, | ;

800,648 PaRE




